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Admiral MATT HEWS's 
A 0 C O UN A &c. 


Mabox Harbour Feb. 3, 1743-4. O. 8. 


12 the 8th he received Ad- 
oy 2737 vice, that three Expreſſcs 

came to Toulon the Day 
before, in a very ſhort Diſtance, of 
Time one after the other: That he 
was likewiſe informed, that the Con- 
junct Fleet would put to Sea the next 


. That between Three and Four 
that 


(.6') 
that Afternoon, Capt. Marſh, of the Win- 
chelſea, one of the Ships appointed to 
watch the Conjunct Fleet's Motions, made 
the Signal for ſome of the ſaid Fleet be- 
ing under Sail; upon which he made the 
Signal for Unmooring, and putting the 
Ships in a Condition for Action, which 

* was done with che utmoſt Alacrity and 
Expedition: That in leſs than Half an 
Hour, they could ſee ſeveral of them 
from their Ships. That the Signal was | 
made by Capt, Marſh, before it was dark, | 
for ſeeing nineteen Sail, and about two 
inthe Morning he ſent the Admiral Word, 
that they anchored again under Cape Se- 
pet: That as ſoop as it Was Day they 
ſaw thoſe, that. came out the Night be- 
fore, under Sail, and i in a very little Time 
the reſt coming out, their Number in all 
being 34; That the Admiral then got 
under Sail, the Wind blowing very freſh 


Weſterly, expecting they would have | 


come down to him; but ſoon, found 
they had no ſuch lincotiog, at leaſt for | 


+ XY BH OI UT oO WP OO RENE 


that Day, for they kept plyicg te Wind- 
| ward, 


(7) 
ward, tho' there was all the Appearance 
of dirty Weather, and ſome of the Wea- 
thermoſt Ships were, at Night, Hull-to: 
That he therefore ſtood to and fro in the 
Bay till Night, and then anchored, hav- 
ing left Cruizers out to watch their Mo- 
tions; during which the Farwick touch- 
ed the Ground, but by ſtarting 30 Tuns 
of Water, was got off about Nine that 


Night, without any other Damage. 


That by Break of Day the next Morn- 
ing, our People ſeeing from the Maſt- 
head 15 Sail (the reſt being hid by the 
Iſland of Porguerole) the Admiral imme- 
diately got under Way, having but little 
Wind, and that at North, and made all 
the Sail he could get to them, they ſtand- 
ing at the ſame Time towards the Eng- 
liſb Fleet with a ſmall Breeze Weſterly : 
That after an Hour or two's Calm, there 
ſprung up a ſmall Breeze Eaſterly, by 
which Means they neared each other. 
That at the ſame Time the Boyne and 
Chichefter appeared in Sight from under 


ſame Time ſee Vice-Admiral Leſoct and 


(8) 
Levant Iſland; and the Eaſterly Wind 
prevailing; they, and a Tender with Pro- 


viſions froni Mahon, ſoon joined the Ad- 


miral, having had the good Fortune to 
fall in with the Land to the Eaſtward, 
without which they muſt have fallen 
into the Enemies Hands. That the Ene- 
my brought-to in a Line of Battle, but 


for want of Wind, and having a very 


ugly Sea, it was Night before the Admi- 
ral could get near them, having had the 
Signal out all Day for the Line of Battle, 


and kept it out for ſome Time after it 


was Night. At Duſk he brought · to, 
within a little more than three Guns Shot 
of them, and ordered the Eſex to lie à 
Mile to Leeward of him, and the Vin- 
chelſea a good Muſket's Shot to Leeward 
of the Eſex, to watch their Motions, and 
to make the proper Signals, and ſtand 
after them, in Caſe they ſhould make 
Sail: That they were ſo near, that he 
could count the Enemies Ships after the 
Moon was down, but could not at the 


his 


1 

his Squadron, he having brought-to fo 
far to Windward, that, when it was 
dawning, and the Admiral had made Sail, 
and the Signal for the Line of Battle a- 
breaſt, the Vice-Admiral was full five 
Miles a-ſtern of him : That the Enemy 
alſo made Sail, and went with their Top- 
fails and antenne ſet their F orefails. , 


That about! . the Royal Oak 
and two Tenders with Proviſions from 
Mahon join'd the Fleet, . luckily 
fallen i in to the Eaſtward. 


That Rear-Admiral Rowley led the Van, 
but could never come near the French 
Squadron, as M. de Court would ſome- 
times lie-to, as if he deſigned ſtaying 
for them, but when they drew near him, 
he made Sail again, till at laſt he had 
left moſt of the Spaniſh Ships a good Way 
a-ſtern of him: That the Admiral was 
then fully convinced he never would 
come to a general Engagement, but 
jadg'd his Deſign was, by his Way of 

B acting, 


(10) 
ating, to draw him down the Streights:s 
That about half an Hour after Eleven, 
the Admiral made the Signal for engaging, 
and ſoon after bore down upon the Spa- 
niſh Admiral, and ordered the Marlborough 
to do the ſame ; That the Action began 
about One: That the Nor falk engaged 
M. Navarro, (the Spaniſh, Admiral's Se- 
cond) who ſoon bore away, and never 
ſhortened Sail, whilſt they could ſee her. 
The reſt of the Admirals Di Diviſion a- 
head engaged thoſe a-head. The Marl. 
borough driving a little too near the Ad. 
miral, obliged him to fill his Sails to pre- 
vent her coming on board him. That 
the little Time Mr, Matthews was en- 
aged, they greatly diſabled his Maſts 
and Rigging; and that having but little 
Wind, and an ugly Swell, his Mizen 
Topſail handed, to prevent the Maſts 
and Rigging tumbling about their Ears, 
hindered their working the Ship, tho* 
he reeved new Braces three ſeveral Times, 
ſo that he could not give the Marlborough 


the Afliſtance | PPE, Cormuall wanted, 
alk we Figs whoſe” 
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(11) 
whoſe Behaviour is mentioned by Mr. 
Matthews to merit all imaginable Praiſe, 
and whoſe unfortunate Fate he greatly 
laments. That the Enemy were extreme- 
ly well ſerved with Gunners, the French 
training up a great Number of them, 
and having been exerciſing them at a 
Mark for upwards of three Months be- 
fore the Engagement: That the Marl- 
borough's Main-maſt was brought to by 
the Board, as if it had been but a Twig ; 
and that the Admiral's Main-maſt and 
his Bowſprit were ſhot thro' and thro', 
and the former had only two Shrouds 
to ſupport it, and all his Topmaſts were 
wounded, That the Enemy fired chiefly 
at our Maſts and Rigging ; for tho' the 
Admiral engaged within Piſtol-ſhot, he 
had but nine Men killed outright, and 
forty wounded. That his Captain's Arm 
was ſhot off the firſt Broadſide. That 
the Span;h Admiral's Ship, the Real, was 
totally difabled, and when Mr. Matthews 
attacked her Second, ſhe ſoon bore away, 


and made all the Sail ſhe had in her 
B 2 Power 


64329 
Power to ſet. That he then made the 
Signal for the Am Galley Fire- ſhip to 


burn the Real, but that her Commander 


was ſo tedious in priming her, and in 
coming down, that the four Ships a- 
ſtern got ſo neat her, as to prevent her 
Succeſs ; when by ſome of their Shot, or 
ſome other unlucky Accident, ſhe blew 
up (being then within Piſtol- ſhot, or 
leſs, of the Real) with her Captain and 


ſeveral of her Men, and alſo the Spaniſh - 


Admiral's great Launch full of Men, 
which had been ſent to prevent the 
Fireſhip from boarding him. That the 
Admiral was himſelf, at the ſame Tune, 
within Muſket-ſhot of the Real, .and was 
-afterwards engaged within leſs than Muſ- 
ket-ſhot by the ſame four Ships, which 
paſſed by Mr. Leffock, which Ships the 
Rear of the Admiral's Diviſion engag 
but at too great a Diſtance. 


1 


That the, Samerſet, Princeſſa, Dragen, 
Bedford, Kingſton, and Berwick, engaged 
* * of the Spaniards a- head: That 


One 
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= 
yy CF 4 $ FR 2 ** * 2 
* * _ 


(13) 
one Ship of Sixty Guns of the Enemies 
fell into our Hands, and that during this 
Time M. de Court let Rear-Admiral 
Raowky come a- lang- ſide of him, when 
they had warm Work for near three 
Glaſſes, as had the Prince/i-Garaline ; 


That after that Time M. de Curt ſet his 


Foreſail and left Mr. Rowley, who was 
then engaged by the French Admiral's 


two Seconds, but not for above twenty 


Minutes, before they went off: That 
there were but three of the French Ships 
engaged, the reſt kept their Wind in 
order to tack and weather us, but that our 


Van keeping the Wind of them, pre- 


vented their Deſign taking Place ; That 
the Night coming on with little Wind 
and a very great Swell, hinder'd our 
improving the Advantage we had got; 
and that the Bar fleur had eighteen Men 
kill'd, and thirty eight wounded. 


That notwithſtanding the French tack'd 
upon Rear-Admiral Rowley, they did not 
think proper to engage him: They 

however 


„ 

however retook the Spaniſh Ship, it be- 
ing impoſſible to do any Thing with her, 
as ſhe had not a Maſt ſtanding, © and as 
it was near dark, and the whole French 
Squadron had tack'd upon them; that 
thereupon Capt. Hawke of the Berwick 
left her, but could not get his Lieutenant 
and Twenty three Men out of her, his 
firſt Lieutenant having done all he could 
to perſuade the Men to quit her, but 
in vain, af 


That about Eight at Night, the Ad- 
miral ſhifted his Ship, and hoiſted his 
Flag on board the Ryfſe/, Capt. Long, not 
caring (ſhould there be an Engagement 
the next Morning) to riſk the falling of 
all his Maſts. That at Break of Day they 
ſaw the Enemy's Fleet again to Leeward 
of them, and found they had towed all 
the crippled Ships before the Wind all 
Night. The Admiral chaſed them again, 
the French lying in a Line of Battle to 
Windward of the Spaniards, moſt of them 
Hull-to; but as he drew near them, they 
| made 
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(15) 
made Sail, and left the diſabled fixty 
Gun Ship. The Admiral then ſent the 
Efex a-head, and ordered Capt. Norris to 
burn the ſaid Spaniſb Ship, (not being 
able to ſpare any of his Squadron to carry 


her to Minorca) which Capt. Norris did, 
and ſhe blew up about Half an Hour 
after Nine at Night. That there was 
great Reaſon to believe, that if there had 


been any Wind, the French would have 


left the Spaniſh crippled Ships, as moſt 
of them had ſuffered greatly. 


That in the Afternoon Capt. Watkins 
of the Burford join'd the Fleet ; he had 
been in Hieres Bay the Day before, and 
hearing the Report of Guns, and ſeeing 


| the Smoak, he made directly for it. 


That at Night the Admiral brought. to, 
that the ſternmoſt Ships might get up 
with him. That he ſaw the Enemy 
again the next Morning, but at a great 
Diſtance. J 

That 
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That after the Admiral had loft gebe 
of the Enemy's Fleet, and found all his 
Endeavours to rejoin them, or to procure 
Intelligence of them, ineffectual, (they 
being gone 'as he ſuppoſed, down the 
$!reights) he labour'd for ſeveral Days, 
againſt contrary Winds and Storms, to \ 
get back tb the Bay of Hieret, which 
however he found imprafhlcate. and was 
obliged to put into Port Maker, where | 
he was at Anchor on the 29th paſt, and 
propoſed to get again to Sea the firſt Mo- 
ment that the neceſſary Reparations could © 
be made of the Damages ſuſtained by | 
: 


ſeveral of his Ships, as well in the En- 


gagement with the French and Spaniſh 
Fleets, as in the conſtant Storms and foul 


Weather he had ſince met with. | 


As the Admirat had not. then had his 
Returns from the ſeveral Captains, who 
were engaged, of the Loſs they might. 
ſuſtain in the Action, he was not able to 
ſend the Particulars by this Courier. 


All 


* 


(17) 


All that he mentions upon that Head, 


beſides what is above, is, that the Marl. 


borough loſt in the Action 43 Men, her 


Captain and Maſter included, had go 
wounded, who had been ſent to the Hoſ- 


pital in Minorca, and 30 lightly wound- 
ed, who remained on board; and would 


- ſoon be able to do their Duty. 


The famous LETTER from M. 


de Court, late Commander of 


the French Fleet at Toulon, zo 


the Bp. of Rennes, Ambaſſador 
om the Crown of France at 
the Court of Spain, in relation 


. #0 the Sea Fight on Feb. 22, 


1744. 
FT is well known, my Lord, that the 


1 Sea Officers in the Service of Spain, 


have been for a long Time a good deal 
out of Humour with France; and that ſo 
long ago. as the Year 1741, I had the 


1618) 
good Fortune actually to ſave the Spaniſb 
Squadron under the Command of M. Na- 
varro; and I ſav'd it, in Spite of all that 
Officer could do ; who, out of mere Af- 


fectation, ſtood out to Sea, in fight of 


Admiral Hadgeck ; tho' he very well knew 
that it was my Order to keep within Sight 
of the Land; and that I was not bound 
to hazard the Squadron under my Com- 
mand for the Sake of braving the Engh/h, 

under an Admiral whoſe Courage and 
Conduct were not then to be queſtion'd; 

having appeared on all Occaſions, even 
to the Spaniards. themſelves, not capable 
* Cenſure voly, but above 8 


As to the late n 1 moſt 
nn that the Order of Battle in a 
Navy, ſignifies a continued Line of all 
the Veſſels that compoſe that Navy; 
which ought to ſail as cloſe to each other 
as conveniently they can. This Line is 
divided into three Squadrons; ; the firſt 
call's, the Van-guard ; the "ſecond, the 
_ de Bataille, becauſe in the Center; 

and 
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and the third, the Rear- guard. The 
Commander in Chief, in the Day of Ac- 
tion, is always in the Center of the Corps 
de Battaille; but it is to be obſerved, 
that there is no Interval, no Diſtinction 
between theſe Squadrons, except what 
ariſes from the Admiral's Flag, and the 
Colours of the other Ships belonging to 
each Diviſion. This ought to have been 
the Order of the combined Fleets of 
France and Spain ; and ſuch, indeed, it 
was of the Van, and of the Corps de 
Battaille, but not of the Rear-guard, At 
the Beginning of the Battle I ſaw only 
the Orient following the Serious, and the 
"America, which followed the Orient. 
which were in their proper Poſts ; there 
was a great Void between' this laſt Ship 
and thoſe that preceded the Royal Philip, 
Real]; and à much greater between 
thoſe that followed her; and this Confu- 
fion induc'd Admiral Matthews, who was 
on the very Point of attacking the French 
Admiral, to tack, with the Rrongel Ships, 

C 4 | to 


| (20) 
to * the Royal Philip, [Real], and 
the four Ships with her. 


As ſoon as the Battle began n 
the Eng liſb and the Spaniards, the French 
found themſelves fronting Part of the 
Corps de Battaille, and the whole Van- 
guard of the Engliſh Navy. In a Quarter 
of an Hour's Time the America, the O- 
rient, the S. Efprit, the Terrible, and even 
the Ferme, which was one of my Seconds, 
were all engag d; it is yiſible, that in 
ſuch a Situation it could not be expected 
that a French Admiral ſhould go to the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spamiards z. neither could 
the Van-guard of the Fleet do it, with- 
out running the Hazard of being ſur- 
rounded by the Van- guard of the Eng- 
liſh; which had the Wind of them: But 
as ſoon as, the Engh/h left me, I drew 
poten: all the Ships of both Squadrons, 
and fail'd immediately to the Aſſiſtance 
of the Regal Philip ; in doing which, 1 
was expoſed to the Fire of the whole 
Engliſh Line ; 3 but, happily, the Engliſb 

did 
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629 
did not puniſh my Raſhneſs as it deſery'd. 
After wards I lay between theSpanifh Squa- 
dron and the Enemy all Night; which 
gave M. Navarro time to repair, and 
carry off all his damag d Ships, which 
otherwiſe he never could have done. 


I ſhould be glad, my Lord, to know 
the Reaſon why ſuch an Outcry ſhould 
be ſet. up againſt me, for. leaving the 
Spaniards to be beat to Pieces, when Part 
of my. 6quadron was actually engaged, 
and the Reſt expected to be engaged every 
Moment; at the ſame Time that we 
hear not one Word about the * five Spaniſh 
Ships of that Amiral's Squadron, which ne- 
ver made the leaſt Effort to ſupport bim? 
It was not I, my Lord, who forced M. 
Navarro to + fight againſt all the Rules of 

c yan ar 
ſt Ber os 5 — 28 — — — = 2 
Oblervations in Favour of Vice-Admiral Lefteck, 


who was blamed by ſome Captains that were able 
to take a greater Share in the Action than they did. 


I This Charge is inſinuated againſt the Exgliſ 
Admiral by a Sea Offices, 


4623) 

Nur und Prudence; it was not Ibo ſepa 
rated bit Ships from bim, and threw him 
in Danger; but after he had taken ſo much 
Pains, in ſpite of all that I could do, to 
get himſelf handſotnely beat, it was I that 
came to his Aſſiſtanee, and gave him an 
Opportunity of getting away, which o- 
therwiſe he never could have had; and 
in return, the five Spaniſh I, either 
10 hide their cum Cowardice, or to cover 
thelr' in Cnditf, raiſed 4 a Clamour, not 
only againſt me, but all the whole French 
Nation „ as if \ we were all Traitors, and 
had firmed a Difgn, nay, and extcuted it 
tob, as far as unt in our Power, of be- 
traying ant] facrificing them to the Engh/h, 
whereas the Truth of the Matter is, if 
they were ſacrificed; it was only by their 
own Folly. Truth is Truth; and I ap- 
peal to the Spaniards, nay, to the Engli/h 
as well as the French, whether J have not 
bed | fe Fact Lena The We 
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2 In like 2 the Sea Officer abovemention'd, 
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( 23) 
of an Officer is his All. I have loſt th: 
Command without repining ; but I can 
never loſe my Reputation but with my 
Life, 


1 am, &c. 


De Cour. 


FINTITS. 


